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SRFC invites you to a talk by  
Paul Waite  

from Tangmere Aviation Museum

Typhoons  
at Tangmere

Friday 7th November, 7.30-9.30pm 
The John Seldon, Half Moon Lane, Worthing, BN13 2EN
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new venue, The John Seldon, Half Moon Lane, Worthing, BN13 2EN. Put the date in 
your diary. 
    In order to allow time for the winners’ names to be engraved, we need all current 
Trophy and Award holders to please return them to us by or at the Autumn Auction 
on 3rd October, again at The John Selden.  
    On 7th November we have a talk arranged from the Tangmere Aviation Museum 
titled ‘Typhoons over Tangmere’. See the ad on page 3. 
    You may remember that in the spring we enjoyed a talk from The Medusa Trust by 
Alan Watson. Although a change from our usual aviation talks it was extremely well 
received and Alan has indicated that if members would like to arrange a charter trip 
on HMS Medusa from Gosport, he would be prepared to offer a special price of £800 
but could only offer eight places. (i.e. £100 per person assuming eight folk). The trip 
would be when the weather improves next spring or summer but let me know now if 
your are interested and I will co-ordinate. 
    Finally, and importantly, I would like to remind you all that the continued use of our 
current excellent flying site at Coombes relies totally on us complying with the 
Memorandum of Understanding we have agreed with Brighton City Airport (aka 
Shoreham Airport). No model flying above 400ft (except gliders weighing 2kg or less 
which can be flown to 900ft after obtaining approval from ATC) and no drones or FPV. 
    Please note, the airspace above Coombes is not exclusively for our use. A full-size 
aircraft may legitimately overfly Coombes and the onus is firmly on us to keep a  
good lookout and keep well away from any such activity. Be in no doubt, should an  
overflying pilot report an Airmiss with a model aircraft to ATC our continued use of 
Coombes would be seriously jeopardised. Lecture over!  
    As ever, a huge thank you to all who take the time to mow our flying sites. 
    Enjoy your winter flying and building. I look forward to meeting with you on a flying 
site or at The John Selden in the coming months. 
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From your Chairman 
“Summer is over” says Derek Woodley   

 
This being the October edition of FlyPaper I guess means summer is over and we are 
now into autumn. 
    I do hope that you have all had a good summer with plenty of flying. Overall I guess 
the weather has been kind, just the usual (normal nowadays?) swings between 
windy, calm, wet, and heatwaves with wildly fluctuating forecasts! 
    All the club competitions, with the exception of the winter Hanky Plank series, are 
now complete and the results available on our SRFC website. 
    It is pleasing to note the increase in competitor numbers this year, a sure indication 
of an active club membership. 
  A big thank you must be passed to John Ivory who organised the e-gliding at 
Coombes, and to Tom Gaskin for running the RES and Caprice events at our Ashurst 
glider site. 
    I would also like to thank Keith Miles, Colin Lucas and Paul Gladstone for allowing 
me to twist their arms and encourage them to run the Power Comp series for 2025 at 
Coombes. 
    On behalf of all who took part in these competitions, thank you gentlemen. 
    I am hopeful that somebody will feel able to step forward to fill the Power 
Representative position for 2026 at our AGM next March, and run our Power 
Competitions. 
    Talking of Competition winners leads me remind you all that the presentation of 
Trophies and Awards will take place at our Christmas Party on 5th December at our 

When it’s too windy to fly… 
Photo: Alex Blok
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Hanky Planky Competitions 
Why not have a go at our one-make Hanky Planky competiton! 

 
All are on Thursday and are at 12.45-2.00pm at Coombes. It is proposed to have 
alternative dates in case of poor weather conditions on the scheduled dates. 

 
First           9th October              Alternative:      16th October 
Second     6th November          Alternative:      13th November 
Third         4th December          Alternative:      11th December 
Fourth       8th January              Alternative:      15th January 
Fifth          5th February            Alternative:      12th February 
Sixth          5th March                 Alternative:      12th Marchl

6 OCTOBER 2025

Indoor Meetings 
At The John Seldon, Half Moon Lane, Worthing, BN13 2EN 

 

3rd October                Autumn Auction 
7.30-9.30pm                Clear out your surplus to make room for your 

winter projects, while bagging some bargain  
models and bits and bobs.  

 
7th November            Talk: ‘Typhoons at Tangmere’ 

7.30-9.30pm 
Speaker: Paul Waite from Tangmere Aviation 
Museum 

                                     
5th December             Christmas Get-together and Party 
                                    7.30-9.30pm 
                                    Come along to our pre-Christmas get-together 

and party with buffet, raffle and prize-giving 
                                     
6th February               ‘Radar, The Battle of Barking Creek and The 

Dowding System’ 
                                    7.30-9.30pm 
                                    Speaker: Richard Taylor 
                                     
6th March                   AGM 
                                    7.30-9.30pm 
                                    Your chance to become actively involved in the  

running of the club. More details nearer the time 
 
3rd April                      Spring Auction 
7.30-9.30pm                Clear out your surplus to make room for your 

winter projects, while bagging some bargain  
models and bits and bobs.  

 

Diary dates

Want to build a Hanky Planky? See FlyPaper, June 2023, page 26:  
https://srfc.bmfa.club/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/202306.pdf

https://srfc.bmfa.club/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/202306.pdf
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Gliding and Barbecue 
David King reports on SRFC’s gliding and barbecue event  

at Coombes on 12th July 
 
When I arrived at July’s Glider fly-in and barbecue mid-afternoon, there was already 
a lot of activity. Whilst I like to have the patch to myself when doing a maiden flight, 
trimming a plane or just practising a manoeuvre, I really enjoy meeting people at our 
monthly fly-ins. 
    You get to see the special and valuable models that appear only infrequently, while 
at the same time the nominal ‘Glider’ dedication does not stop you flying your  
everyday model as usual.  
    I arrived as Robin Strange landed his high performance Nan Xplorer.

Robin Strange’s Nan Xplorer about to land. 
All photos unless stated: David King

Robin Strange with his Nan Xplorer
Impressive turnout
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As ever, non-theme models are welcome and I enjoyed watching Colin Lucas  
launching George Evans’ twin-electric pusher Vulcan for a spirited display. It took me 
straight back to my youth when the real things flew nightly over my house to the  
practise ranges. 

Colin Lucas launches  
George Evans’s Vulcan

George Evans concentrates on flying his Vulcan
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    After carefully checking out his servo linkages, 
Rob Kovacs flew his 2m Sapphire. This lightweight 
machine uses various AG series aerofoil profiles to 
good effect.

12 OCTOBER 2025

    Clive Upperton launched his beautifully 
made Kavan Mirai 2m span RES soarer. 
(RES = Rudder, Elevator and Spoilers.)

Clive Upperton: Kavan Mirai Rob Kovacs: Sapphire
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    Finally the gliders that I had come to see were brought to the pits and readied for 
tow launching. Robin’s quarter-scale model of the 1935 Mu ̈13D and Mark Vale’s Kirby 
Gull 3 have tremendous presence.

Mü13D tug launchKirby Gull 3 shortly before release

Mü13D lands

Robin Strange with his Mü13D and 
Mark Vale with his Kirby Gull 3
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    Chris Foss flew the power electric tug 
which made light work of lofting them  
skywards. It proved difficult to capture a 
picture of both the tug and the glider on 
the end of the line without zooming out to 
a tiny image. Perhaps others were able to 
get some good shots which I can include 
in our website Gallery. If any of you did, 
can you let me know using the webmaster 
e-mail address at the end of this 
FlyPaper. 
    I had to leave at this point, without 

sampling the delights of the barbecue, but there were numerous positive comments 
afterwards on WhatsApp, so many thanks for the hard work of the organisers and 
cook.

Robin Strange’s 1/12th scale 
Minimoa was flown off a short 

bungee, as was George Evans’ 
similar scale K8 (sadly no photo). 

Photo: Robin Strange

Tug 

Mü13D on tow
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Mid Week Gliding competition 
Glider Competition Secretary John Ivory 

presents the results 
 
Here are the final results for the 2025 Mid Week Gliding competition for gliders up to 
2.5 metre wingspan. I would like to thank everyone who took part this year. 
    Congratulations to Mark Vale, winner, Robin Strange, second and Tom Gaskin who 
came third. The competition was well attended with 15 taking part. Poor weather 
meant we had to cancel 5 of the 12 rounds which is quite normal. 

Mark Vale’s winning 2.5m  
F5J glider, a Joy. 
Photo: Mark Vale

Robin Strange’s 2m Sapphire. 
Photo: Robin Strange
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Vintage and Barbecue 
Derek Woodley reports on SRFC’s Vintage and barbecue event  

at Coombes on 2nd August 
 

Saturday 2nd August proved to be an ideal day for our monthly club day and  
barbecue at Coombes with on this occasion the theme of Vintage and Biplanes 
though sadly there were no biplanes this time. 
    Near perfect flying conditions prevailed with a light wind and an ideal temperature. 
I counted 32 cars parked on the south side of our patch and it was great to see so 
many folk enjoying a very sociable afternoon. The age spread was teenage to 90s! 
Lots of vintage models were flown, both I/C and electric, varying from a diminutive 
single-channel Vic Smeed design from 1955, Mam’selle, to Robin Strange’s large 
electric powered Black Magic, a 1947 design. 
    It really felt like a step back in time to see 
the number of the little 0.75cc diesel engine-
powered single-channel models being flown. 
That aroma of ether wafting around the  
pits area from the diesel fuel bought back  
memories of youth to quite a few of us! 
    What was especially heartening was that 
despite the very old designs being flown, 
some with limited controllability, no models 
suffered damage and almost all landed on the 
patch. I think I held the record for missing the 
patch the greatest number of times! 
    It was nice to watch Robin bungee launching his 1979 Bird of Time glider design 
and achieving some good flight times. This was an enjoyable diversion from the  
powered flying. 
    Tom Gaskin again produced some excellent barbecue food including hot dogs and 
tasty burgers and some fabulous cakes were brought along by members’ wives.  
    A big thank you to all those who contributed and added so much to the enjoyment 
of the day.

32 cars turned up. 
Above: Tom Gaskin manned the barbecue. 

Photos: Robin Strange Derek Woodley with his Pal Joey
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Clive Upperton with his Piper Cub. 
Right: A Vintage fly-in has to have a Junior 60 or 
two – John Humphrey and Les Crane obliged

John Ivory’s Chatterbox –  
in the air and starting
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As ever, non-theme models are 
always welcome. John Ivory’s 

Lancaster flew beautifully

John Ivory with his Lancaster

Left to right: Derek Woodley,  
Dave Knott and Bob Hobbs
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Warbirds over Coombes 
Derek Woodley reports on SRFC’s Warbirds and barbecue event  

at Coombes on 6th September 
 
The last of the club’s themed Saturday gatherings 
at Coombes in 2025 took place on 6th September. 
    Because the planned Warbirds fly-in and  
barbecue in June was cancelled due to poor  
weather, it was decided to try again with a 
Warbirds theme in September. This was combined 
with a Peter Plank Memorial fly-in. 
    Although we enjoyed a sunny, warm(ish) after-
noon, the wind was quite strong, and I believe only 
one ex-Planky model was flown and many of our 
warbird enthusiasts decided not to risk flying their 
treasured scale models, many of which represented 
considerable cost and hours. However, plenty of  
general flying took place.

Excellent turnout despite strong winds. 
Photo: Grahame Pearson

Mark Vale with his  
E-Flite P-51 Mustang. 

Photo: Derek Woodley. 
Flying photo: Grahame Pearson

John Ivory’s  
Lancaster. 

Photo: Grahame Pearson

Impressive Spitfire  
(owner unknown). 
Photo: Derek Woodley



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eehBBven-_8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9-rFB1qzep0
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    A more modern warbird, in the form of an A-10 Warthog, appeared and was flown 
by Alex Blok.  
    A highlight for many of us was the excellent barbecue of burgers and hot dogs 
cooked by Ken Hamer and Jakob Walker. I don’t think many of us needed to eat  
anything for the rest of the day! Well done guys. 
    So overall, an excellent well attended afternoon. It was heartening to count almost 
30 cars in attendance. 
    These summer gatherings provide a great opportunity to catch-up with other  
members, exchange ideas and generally socialise. We are now looking forward to 
our winter meetings at The John Seldon commencing with our Autumn Auction on  
3rd October.

Another Mustang 
(owner unknown). 
Photo: Jaime Brazier

John Ivory’s 
Focke-Wulf flew well. 
Photo: Les Crane

Adversaries Mustang  
and Focke-Wulf. 
Photo: Jaime Brazier

John Ivory with his  
Focke-Wulf Fw 190 D-9 Dora. 
Photo: Grahame Pearson
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John Ivory’s  Focke-Wulf. 
Photo: Jaime Brazier

Clive Upperton launches  
George Evans’s  Vulcan. 

Photo: Grahame Pearson. 
Flying photo: Jaime Brazier

Alex Blok with his A-10. 
Photo: Derek Woodley

Colin Lucas and Grahame Pearson 
(right) flew their Wot4 Foam-Es. 

Photos: Les Crane and Jaime Brazier
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GP PICS

Clive’s Halifax (converted from 
Hobbyking Lancaster). 
Photo: Derek Woodley

John Ivory’s Lancaster). 
Photo: Grahame Pearson

Clive Upperton launches 
John Ivory’s Lancaster). 

Photo: Grahame Pearson

George Evans loves small models – how 
else can you get seven models into one car! 

Photo: Jaime Brazier

Variety show! 
Photo: Derek Woodley

Clive Upperton’s 
ex-Peter Plank Filey Flyer. 
Photo supplied by Clive Upperton

John Ivory’s Lancaster  
and George Evans’s Vulcan –  
Sir Roy Chadwick designs, both. 
Photo: Les Crane
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SRFC autumn collection! 
Check out our Regalia shop on the Logo That Polo website  

 
New members may be unaware we offer a branded regalia service to members. 
Regalia simply means clothing and other items embroidered (clothing, etc) or printed 
(mugs, etc) with a club’s logo. I am sure most of us already own branded items, with 
the logo of a football club, charity or other club or organisation we belong to. 
    Traditionally, clubs would have to stock such items in a variety of colours and sizes 
which required storage space and tied up club funds. Logo That Polo is an online 
company with a difference. Club members order direct from LTP via our page on their 
website, items are then embroidered or printed to order and posted to the club  
member. Prices are very reasonable and best of all, 12.5% of every sale goes to 
SRFC so by buying from LTP you are supporting SRFC!  
    Have a look at the SRFC shop (clickable link below) for the full range of items  
available. If you have suggestions for new items just let Grahame Pearson (FlyPaper 
Editor) know. Grahame is SRFC’s LTP contact. grahame.pearson.srfc@gmail.com 
 

https://logothatpolo.co.uk/store/SRFC 
 

Below are a few of the autumn items available.  
Check out the website to see all items. 

All have the SRFC logo in blue or white. 
Prices shown are correct at October 2025

Quilted Regatta Jacket 
£48

Mug 
£10

Enamel Mug 
£12

Baseball Cap 
£15 Gilet/Body Warmer 

£38

Fleece Zipped 
£25

Hoody Overhead Zipped 
£25

Rally Jacket 
£37
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Aircraft Recognition Quiz 
Write your answers on a piece of paper then turn to page 38  

to see how you fared. Grahame Pearson

1 2 3

4 5

6 7 8

9

14

18 19 20

15

10 11

12

16 17

13

http://grahame.pearson.srfc@gmail.com
https://logothatpolo.co.uk/store/SRFC
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Aircraft Recognition Quiz  
Quiz is on page 37

1.     Sopwith Camel 
2.     Messerschmidt Me262 
3.     Messerschmidt Bf109 
4.     Avro Lancaster 
5.     North American F-86 Sabre 
6.     Junkers Ju87 ‘Stuka’ 
7.     Hawker Hurricane 
8.     Fokker Dr.I Triplane 
9.     Supermarine Spitfire 
10.   McDonnell Douglas F-15 Eagle 
11.   Focke Wulf Fw190 
12.   Junkers Ju88 
13.   North American P-51D Mustang 
14.   Bristol F.2B Fighter 
15.   Consolidated PBY Catalina 
16.   Yak-9 
17.   Boeing B-29 Superfortress 
18.   MiG-21 ‘Fishbed’ 
19.   DeHavilland Dh98 Mosquito 
20.   Chris Foss Wot4 (!)
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SRFC videos online 
We now have over 130 YouTube videos for you to watch! 

 
If you have not yet discovered the club’s YouTube channel you are in for treat. Just 
search YouTube for ‘Sussex Radio Flying Club (SRFC)’ or go to the club’s website – 
srfc.bmfa.org – for a direct link to the channel or click here. 
    The videos will play on any device but the bigger the screen the better.  
Tip: Consider ‘subscribing’ to the channel – once on the SRFC page hit the 
‘Subscribe’ button. Subscribed channels are those you visit frequently and saves you 
from having to search each visit (a bit like Favourites or Bookmarks on your web 
browser). Additionally, if you click the ‘bell’ icon you will be notified via your  
smartphone whenever a new SRFC video is uploaded. A message will pop up on 
your phone’s screen together with a ‘ping’ but you can easily turn off the ‘ping’ if you 
find it irritating or obtrusive and just retain the visual notification.

http://srfc.bmfa.org
https://www.youtube.com/@sussexradioflyingclub/videos
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Power competition 
Keith Miles on behalf of the Power Competition Team (Keith Miles, 

Colin Lucas and Paul Gladstone) presents the results 
 
There were six scheduled competitions this year but two were cancelled due to bad weather.  
    Over the four competitions that did proceed, there were eleven participants. 
    Colin Lucas devised a different format for the later competitions which enabled 
pilots to have a longer flight slot. Rather than having one manoeuvre for each round 
up to five or six were introduced. This was thought to be good as it allowed contestants 
to link together different disciplines and maybe learn new flying skills. 
    The club is always keen to allow new participants to join in these competitions 
which are not only a good way of meeting new faces but also creates some fun and 
laughter for those who do take part. 
    Hopefully we can look forward to seeing more new faces for this event next year.

SRFC is on Facebook 
Don’t forget, we have an SRFC Facebook page. 
    The majority of the content comes from SRFC members who post asking 
for advice, promoting events, sellingl items, general discussions, showing off 

a new model and even showing an unscheduled landing!  
    To be clear, our Facebook group is not going to replace FlyPaper or the website. 
It is an additional resource and has immediacy as its main appeal. 
    The page is private meaning it’s just for SRFC members. 
    It’s free so what are you waiting for! 
    If you have Facebook, click on the link below and join today. And if you have never 
used Facebook, why not give it a try?! Just click on the link below: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/www.srfc.bmfa.club
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Aircraft Nicknames Quiz 
By an anonymous SRFC member 

The following aircraft had nicknames or allied ID names, sometimes 
more than one, and my list is probably not exhaustive, but try to name 

them. You can Google the answers but I urge you not to 
 

Answers on page 42

1.   Lockheed F-104 Starfighter 
2.   McDonnell Douglas F-4 Phantom 
3.   North American F-86 Sabre 
4.   Avro Vulcan 
5.   Gloster Javelin 
6.   Focke-Wulf Fw 190 
7.   Messerschmitt Bf 109E 
8.   Bristol F.2b Fighter 

9.   Handley Page Halifax 
10. Kawasaki Ki-61 
11. Nakajima Ki-84 
12. Boeing B-29 
13. Bristol Blenheim 
14. Canadian Bristol Blenheim 
15. Bristol Beaufighter 
16. Boulton Paul Defiant 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/www.srfc.bmfa.club
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Aircraft Nicknames Quiz – answers  
Quiz is on page 41

1.   Widow maker 
2.   Double Ugly or Flying Anvil or Flying 

Brick or Old Smokey 
3.   Sabre Dog 
4.   Tin Triangle 
5.   Flying Flat Iron 
6.   Butcher Bird or Shrike 
7.   Emil 
8.   Brisfit 

9.   Halibag 
10. Hien or Tony or Flying Swallow 
11. Gale or Frank 
12. Superfortress or Washington (in RAF 

service) 
13. Bisley 
14. Bolingbroke 
15. Whispering Death 
16. Daffy 
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WhatsApp groups 
Joining a WhatsApp group can help you get the best from your 

SRFC membership 
 

What is the biggest unknown for new or existing  
members? Simple, knowing when is the best time to 
go flying so that you don’t arrive at the field and find 
yourself on your own. That can be demoralising but is 
easily avoided. Just join and be active in a WhatsApp 
group. 
    The club has four official groups at the moment and 
all members are welcome to join one or more to suit their 
flying taste and time availability. While they were  

originally set up to find out who is flying when and where, their use has widened  
considerably and now encompass almost any flying related issue, e.g. a mass build 
as undertaken by the glider group this winter which included advice, photos,  
discussion on problems, etc, or what engine/power train to put in a model, the  
weather forecast for a particular day/event and even birthday greetings or get well soon 
message to a member. The groups are informal, sociable and not without humour! 
Just choose the group(s) that suit your needs best and give your mobile number: 
Coombes Flyers. This group is used predominantly (but not exclusively) by those 
who fly in the morning, lunch time and early afternoon, fixed-wing power and e-gliders. 
To join e-mail Robin Strange: srfcsec.srfc@gmail.com. 
Flying Today? This group to a degree is similar to Coombes Flyers but is used, as 
it says, to find out who is flying on that specific day. To join e-mail Grahame Pearson: 
grahame.pearson.srfc@gmail.com. 
Happy Flyers. This group is predominantly used by flyers looking to fly afternoons 
and evenings but also for modelling chat. To join e-mail Grahame Pearson:  
grahame.pearson.srfc@gmail.com. 
SRFC Gliders. The name gives it away. Unlike the other two groups, the glider  
section has two club sites (Coombes and Ashurst) plus a number of other venues, 
some close, e.g. Mill Hill, Beeding Hill or Chantry Hill and others further away, e.g. 
Itford Hill, Firle Beacon or BoPeep. Thus, being in this group also lets you know 
where they will be flying on a particular day as well as who is going. To join e-mail 
Robin Strange: srfcsec.srfc@gmail.com. 
    At the moment the club is not aware of any helicopter/drone WhatsApp groups.  
    The Committee is aware that over the years the flying emphasis has changed from 
mainly weekend flying to weekday flying so if there are members who would like a 
weekend group to be formed let us know. 
    It is the club’s firm intention that new members are made to feel welcome and  
inclusive from Day One and, apart from attending our indoor and outdoor meetings, 
there is no better way of becoming involved than joining and contributing to one of 
the WhatsApp groups. Apart from knowing who is flying, where and when, the groups 
provide a whole raft of support, help and encouragement – plus the usual ribbing if 
you suffer a ‘senior moment’ when building or flying!
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    In the last report I had almost finished the 
Brian Taylor 56" Gloster Gladiator. I finished 
the remaining tasks, applied the graphics from 
Callie Graphics (https://callie-graphics.com) in 
the USA and set the control throws and did the 
balancing. With some trepidation, on a calm 
evening, I decided to maiden it myself. It took 
two flights to trim and adjust the balance by 
moving the battery rearwards a little and on the 
third flight it flew beautifully – apart from the 
landing where I overshot the strip on the run off, 
having done two fine landings prior! I am very 
pleased with the model, there is a video of the 
maiden on the club’s YouTube channel. Click 
this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RKx4ndLO0Ew
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More ups and downs 
Les Crane with a round-up of flying and workshop activity 

 
Well, a lot has happened since the July report – not all good! 
    I have at last flown – and crashed – the Miles Gemini. I flew it several times and 
was really pleased with it. Then Colin Lucas flew it and suggested a few tweaks, 
including making the U/C a little tighter which I did. I flew it again a few days later but 
it seemed a little twitchy although it landed smoothly so immediately I took off again 
but within 10ft it rose almost vertically for about 6ft, rotated to the right and hit the 
ground, badly damaging both nacelles and breaking the mechanism joining the front 
fuselage/wings to the rear fuselage. After a night’s sleep the task of rebuilding did not 
seem so daunting and a week of hard work saw the model ready to fly again.

Les’s Gladiator flying at Coombes. 
Photos: Grahame Pearson

Gemini repairs. 
Photos: Les Crane

https://callie-graphics.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RKx4ndLO0Ew
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    Again, in the July report, I had built the fuselage and tail feathers of the Flair 
Fokker D VII. Since then I have built the wings, the undercarriage with the ‘third wing’ 
and formed and soldered the tri-strut cabane struts, fitted ailerons, servos and control 
rods. The model has been covered in khaki Solartex for most areas and blue Solartex 
for the undersides, the colour of Japanese D VIIs, and I have now received and 
applied the Japanese markings from Callie Graphics. I am still waiting for Spandau 
machine guns and a Japanese pilot from SMC. Balancing and control settings will be 
done when these have arrived.
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Les with his Gladiator. 
Photo: Grahame Pearson

Les’s Fokker D VII. 
Photos: Les Crane
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    This left me with a choice of which of the seven kits I have to build next and I decid-
ed on the 68" DHC-1 Chipmunk designed by Dennis Bryant. This is one of two kits 
I ordered from Sarik Hobbies at the time of the balsa shortage a few years ago and 
both have remained in the delivery box unopened since then. When I opened the box 
all the parts and packages for the Spitfire Mk1a were there but there was a problem 
with the Chipmunk; the additional woodpack of sheet/strip wood was labelled Miles 
Magister, not Chipmunk. It was their fault but a look at the invoice showed purchase 
in October 2020 so a bit late to query. However, a quick check showed the Magister 
to also be 68" fully sheeted and designed by Dennis Bryant so I decide that the wood-
packs would not be too dissimilar so decided to carry on with what I had. 
    The fuselage is built in two halves (shells), a top and bottom, and then joined 
together like an easter egg. The formers on each shell are planked (who enjoys 
planking!) in balsa strips, 1/8" x 1/4" and there are approximately 35-40 per shell. At 
the time of writing I have virtually planked the lower shell and have lost the will to live! 
    Lastly, the maiden of the D VII and repaired Gemini will have to wait. I have to be 
fitted with a pacemaker on 30th September and have been stopped from driving until 
at least a week after it has been fitted, assuming all goes well. I look forward to flying 
again in October.
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Les chose an unusual Japanese 
scheme for his Fokker D VII. 
Decals from Callie Graphics. 
Photo: Les Crane

Les almost lost the will to live 
with all the Chipmunk’s planking!. 
Photo: Les Crane
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covered in white tissue to provide a natural finish with a minimum of coloured trim. 
The photo of the tail shows of the effect of the quarter-grain balsa used throughout 
the construction. I have a secret supply hidden away at the factory! 
    The bad news is that this model is not intended for production! The sales of  
traditional kits have plummeted over the years with the invasion of cheap Chinese 
ready-builds so unfortunately the anticipated sales wouldn’t justify the time and 
investment involved to produce a completely new kit. 
    However, a plan and some pre-cut parts to upgrade the current Acrowot kit may be 
available in due course but not a full kit. Watch this space!
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A new Acrowot – or not… 
Chris Foss on development of the Acrowot Mk3 – 

but unlikely to be available as a full kit 
 
The original Acrowot was launched as a kit way back in 1985 and is still in production 
today virtually unchanged. Most years it took 2nd place to the Wot4 as far as sales 
were concerned. In 2012 I designed a Mk 2 version for Ripmax so they could produce 
an ARTF model. This was quickly followed by the Foam-E version, reduced in size by 
10% in order to perform well with a 3S battery pack. 
    Now the Mk3! This uses the same wing as the original (why change something that 
works well!) but with zero dihedral and angled wing tips to eliminate rudder roll (useful 
in knife-edge). The fuselage has been restyled and widened slightly. It features a 
raked canopy line, increased side area aft of the canopy, and a significant under-fin 
copied from the Mk3 Wot 4. This latter feature permits additional rudder area below 
the tailplane for enhanced spins and flick manoeuvres. From the outset the Mk3 was 
intended for electric power. 
    The photos follow the build progress, the third photo shows the fuselage draped  
in lightweight glasscloth awaiting the epoxy resin. The wing and tail surfaces are  

Photos: Chris Foss
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SRFC Committee 2025/26 
Chairman Derek Woodley 

chairman.srfc@gmail.com 

Secretary Robin Strange 
srfcsec.srfc@gmail.com 

Treasurer Mike Henderson 
treasurermh.srfc@gmail.com 

Membership Secretary Mark Vale 
memsec.srfc@gmail.com 

Coombes Power Representative VACANT 

Glider Competition Secretary John Ivory 
john.ivory.srfc@gmail.com 

FlyPaper Editor Grahame Pearson 
grahame.pearson.srfc@gmail.com 

Training Co-ordinator Mark Vale 
memsec.srfc@gmail.com 

Poling Representative Dan Fallowfield-Cooper 
dan.poling.srfc@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 
 

Non-Committee Positions 
Website & Data David King webmaster.srfc@gmail.com 
Field Maintenance (Coombes) Ken Hamer 
Social Events VACANT* 
Safety Adviser Dave Knott 
Safety Marshall 1 Paul Gladstone 
Safety Marshall 2 John Wase 
Safety Marshall 3 VACANT* 

*If you feel you can fill a vacant position please contact the Secretary for details

JohnDerek Robin Mike Mark Grahame Dan




